After this operation a mural abscess formed, which was treated by irrigation and packing, bat refused to heal. Finally, she went into a public institution, where, on the sinus being enlarged, a piece of gauze "the siz3 of the thumb" was removed from the bottom of the wound, which then closed. On this an action for damages, fixed at 10,000 dollars, was brought against the surgeon, on the ground that the piece of gauze had been carelessly left behind during the performance of coeliotomy. There was, however, no clear evidence that the surgeon who did the operation had introduced the gauze, for the wound had during several weeks been dressed by other parties, often by nurses.
The verdict was for the defendant, but the case well illustrates the risks which are run by operating surgeons when anything occurs in their work which can be twisted into a semblance of carelessness.
